Financial analysis of an inner city trauma center: charges vs collections.
The changes in the economy and in tax rules have caused hospitals to assess the financial viability of different areas within their institutions. While emergency departments generally have become recognized as a cost-effective portal of entry for patients, trauma centers, particularly those located in the inner city, usually are seen as areas of large investment and small financial return. This study looks at a large, inner-city trauma service and the charges, collections, and demographics of the trauma population it serves. For patients admitted to the trauma service, total collections were 77% of charges. There was no difference in collections between those patients with blunt injuries and those with penetrating injuries; violent vs nonviolent injuries; patients transferred in vs primary receivals; or patients transferred out after stabilization vs those retained at the trauma center.